LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
years transportation. An Association for Relieving Dis-
tressed Manufacturers had been started, but failed owing
to the opposition of political parties.
Small wonder that these conditions resulted in a great
increase of crime, for many hitherto honest labourers and
artisans were driven to poaching and theft by the sight of
their famishing families. The prisons were overflowing
with people in custody for non-payment of money, for
the law allowed a creditor to keep his debtor in prison for
life, even if he were willing to give up all his possessions,
and these wretched men existed under indescribable
conditions.
In face of all this suffering Lord Redesdale considered
that the harsh laws regulating the relations between credi-
tors and their debtors should be relaxed, and he began
the parliamentary campaign with which his name was to
be so closely associated. On the i8th February 1811 he
submitted his Bill for the Relief of Insolvent Debtors. In
order to remedy the admitted evil of temporary insolvent
acts, and to end the practice of having recourse to existing
unsatisfactory laws, he suggested the establishment of a
court to be presided over by a judge who would be
entrusted with the administration of the whole law upon
the subject and before whom debtors who have been
three months confined may claim their discharge by
giving up all their property on oath. Their subsequently
acquired property would also be subject to the payment
of their debts, and if it were proved that such property
was not so applied, or that a false account had been given
or any fraud practised, the debtor would be again subject
to the same process as before he took the benefit of the
Act. As there might be grounds for appeal he also pro-
posed a Court of Appeal, consisting of three Judges, one
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